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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Affirmative action expert will speak on Chavez Day 
An affirmative action expert will lead a si lent 
march then give a keynote speech at Grand 
Valley in honor of Cesar Chavez. 
Jose J. Soto, vice president for affirmative 
action/equity/diversity at Southeast 
Community College in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
will give a presentation, "If Not Affirmative 
Action, What?" at 12:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 31, in the Kirkhof Center's Grand 
River Room. 
Soto's address follows a campus march, which 
will begin at 11 :50 a.m. at Zumberge Library 
and continue to the Kirkhof Center. 
founded the first 
successful farm 
workers ' union 
and later served 
as president of 
the United 
Farm Workers of 
America 
AFL-CIO. 
Soto planned, 
developed, and 
implemented a 
comprehensive 
affumative 
action/diversity 
Jose J. Soto 
American Association for Affirmative Action, 
trained mediator and administrative hearing 
officer. He earned a bachelor's degree from 
the Inter-American University of Puerto Rico, 
San German, and a law degree from the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln College of 
Law. 
Chavez Week events are sponsored by the 
Latino Student Union, Office of Multicultural 
Affairs and many other campus departments. 
For more information, call the OMA at 
x12177. 
Chavez would have turned 78 on March 31. 
The civi l rights activist died in 1993. He 
program at the Nebraska college. He is a certi-
fied affirmative action professional from the 
Other events include a panel discussion on 
migration: April 1, noon-1:30 p.m. in Kirkhof 
Center, room 204; and a food drive for local 
migrant families. 
···--------------------------
Across Campus 
Honor society inducts members 
Grand Valley 's Chapter of Phi Kappa Phi held its initiation on March 21 
and inducted 96 students and four faculty members: Dean Frederick 
Antczak and Professors Laura Fox, Alex Nesterenko and Diane Rayor. 
Twenty freshmen with a 4.0 grade point average from their first semes-
ter were also honored. 
Chapter members presented Mary Seeger with an award for dedicated 
service. Seeger, dean of Advising Resources and Special Programs, was 
inducted as a Phi Kaapa Phi emeritus life member. She was one of 16 
charter members who 
founded the universi-
ty 's chapter in 1980. 
Allan Ten Eyck, 
professor emeritus of 
education and chapter 
member, gave the 
keynote address, 
"What I Learned in 
this Place." 
Phi Kappa Phi is the 
largest academic 
honor society, listing 
more than 700,000 
members worldwide. 
It recognizes and pro-
Photo courtesy of Advising Resources 
Phi Kappa Phi chapter officers are pictured. 
From left to right are Marinus DeBruine, presi-
dent; Mary A. Seeger, secretary; Lynn Blue, 
treasurer; Allan Ten Eyck, member; and lvo 
So/jan, vice president. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
motes academic excellence in all fields of higher education. At Grand 
Valley, Phi Kappa Phi scholars include Provost Gayle Davis; Marinus 
DeBruine, associate professor of accounting; James Goode, professor of 
history; Mel Northup, professor of biology; and Tim Penning, assistant 
professor of communications. 
Accounting professor gets top score 
on certification test 
When David Cannon, an assistant professor in Grand Valley's Seidman 
College of Business, took a certification test for accounting professionals, 
he earned the highest score in North America. 
Cannon earned the highest score on the Information Systems Audit and 
Control Association's exam for certification that is the global standard 
for information systems audit, security and control. Of the 2,815 people 
in North America who took the last examination for the Certified 
Information Systems Auditor (CISA), Cannon's score was the highest. 
The exam is directly related to the areas Cannon teaches - accounting 
information systems and internal auditing. 
"I got my certificate in September, so when I received the call months 
later, I was in total shock," he said. 
As a result of his achievement, Cannon will attend an awards ceremony in 
Las Vegas in April, and he will be recognized in the ISACA publications. 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
"Your achievement is even more remarkable given 
the record number of candidates and high caliber of 
those who sat for the 2004 exam," wrote Terry 
Trsar, the ISACA's chief professional development 
officer in a letter to Cannon. 
Cannon also recently hosted the IRS Fraud 
Conference at Grand Valley on March 17 and 18. 
The conference was aimed at giving students an David Cannon 
inside look at fraud investigations from IRS 
Special Agents. The students dispersed about campus in groups to investi-
gate and solve fraud simulations. Each group worked with an IRS agent to 
coach them through the exercise. The IRS sought to present forensic 
opportunities to students with accounting degrees. Cannon's teaching 
interests are in accounting information systems, management information 
systems and internal auditing. His research areas include accounting infor-
mation systems and methodological issues in accounting research. 
Tooting Grand Valley's horn 
Grand Valley music students came home winners from the National 
Trumpet Competition held March 18-20 at George Mason University in 
Fairfax, Virginia. 
More than 150 ensemble tapes were sent for consideration. Two of the 24 
ensembles accepted to participate as semi-finalists were from Grand 
Valley. One, under the direction of Richard Stoelzel, associate professor 
of music, won second place. Members of the winning trumpet ensemble 
were Robby McCabe, Quincy Ream, Michael Newton, Paul Mueller and 
Jeff Lewandowski. 
Also this year, more than 175 tapes were received from college-aged solo 
trumpeters. Twenty-three were selected as semi-finalists, four from Grand 
Valley: McCabe, Newton, Mueller and Jonathan Ruffer. Grand Valley was 
the only school to have two students advance to the finals. McCabe was 
awarded fourth prize and Ruffer received sixth prize. McCabe was select-
ed as a finalist for the 2005 International Trumpet Guild Orchestra 
Competition held in Bangkok, Thailand, in June. 
Basketball coach, player honored 
Grand Valley women's basketball coach Dawn Plitzuweit was named the 
2005 Russell Athletic/WBCA National Coach of the Year and junior for-
ward Niki Reams earned Kodak/WBCA All-American honors. The 
announcement was made at the Elite Eight banquet March 22 in Hot 
Springs, Arkansas. 
Plitzuweit, in her third season at the helm of the Lakers, has tallied a 62-
27 record and led GVSU to two NCAA appearances. She guided Grand 
Valley to a school-best 28 wins this season, a GLIAC Tournament 
Championship title, its first-ever Great Lakes Region Championship, and 
an Elite Eight appearance. 
Reams, the NCAA Division II Great Lakes Region and GLIAC 
Tournament MVP, leads the Lakers in scoring (18.8), rebounding (8.7), 
steals (2.2), shooting percentage (54.8) and free throw percentage (79.6). 
She also earned Daktronics Third Team All-American, Daktronics Great 
Lakes Region Co-Player of the Year, and Daktronics First-Team All-
Region plaudits. 
The Lakers lost to Seattle Pacific, 67-55, in NCAA Elite Eight action on 
March 23. 
Niemeyer winners announced 
Two faculty members and three students will receive Glenn A. Niemeyer 
awards at the spring awards banquet on April 11 . 
The faculty winners are Lisabeth Margulus, assistant professor of educa-
tion, and David Good, professor of marketing. Student winners are 
Kristina Lund, mathematics; Christopher Stabile II, group social studies; 
and Mark Michmerhuizen, graduate student in business administration. 
President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers established the awards in 2000 to 
honor faculty and students who strive for excellence in all aspects of a 
well-rounded academic experience. They are named for Niemeyer, a pio-
neer faculty member who served as Grand Valley's first provost from 
1980-2001. 
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FORUM 
Volume 29, Number 33 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publica-
tion items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's daily online pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
GVFaces 
Loraine Tarou 
Assistant professor of psychology 
The dreary winter months and the lack of sunlight 
affect humans - countless hours of research has 
proven this. However, very little research has been 
done to see how Columbian spider monkeys are 
affected by housing changes. 
Assistant psychology professor Loraine Tarou and 
several volunteer psychology students have begun a 
cooperative study with John Ball Park Zoo to 
change that. 
"This is a simple study to research the spider mon-
keys housed in zoos in the Northern climates," 
Tarou said. 
In the summer, spider monkeys are housed in a 
120-by-70 foot cage. In the winter, they are kept in 
a 30-foot enclosure where the climate is maintained 
to resemble their actual habitat of the South 
American rainforest. 
The study is aimed at 
comparing the differ-
ences in the social 
and physical behav-
iors of the monkeys 
in their different 
housing environ-
ments. The results, 
she said, should be 
essential to how zoo 
keepers care for 
Columbian spider 
monkey, due to lack 
of prior research. 
Loraine Tarou 
Several students are recording changes in the spider 
monkeys. The study began in January and will end 
this summer. 
Tarou said following their research, the students' 
study will be published in a journal. 
What's Ahead 
Forum planned for Banner project 
The next open forum for the SCT/Banner project will be today at 
3:30 p.m. in Kirkhof Center, room 142. 
As of July 1, Banner Finance will be in place to begin the new fiscal year with 
the General Ledger, Accounts Payables and Purchasing applications. 
Women's Center hosts annual tea party 
The centuries-old tradition of high tea returns to Grand Valley. In celebra-
tion of Women's History Month, the Women's Center will host the third 
annual tea party. 
Tea and refreshments will complement an afternoon of entertainment and 
discussion of literature, politics and reform.The event will begin at 
3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 30, in the Pere Marquette Room of the 
Kirkhof Center. RSVP by March 28 by calling the Women's Center at 
x12748 or sending an e-mail to womenctr@gvsu.edu. 
Other sponsors are the Women and Gender Studies Program and Grand 
Rapids Chapter of American Association of University Women. 
Roe v. Wade lawyer 
follows pro-life speech 
A pair of student groups with differing opinions on the abortion issue -
Voices for Healthy Choices and Students for Life - have cooperated to 
facilitate civil discourse and respectful discussion with a series of events 
aimed at allowing each side to express its viewpoint. 
The series is called Fire and Ice Week. Included in the schedule are talks 
by Roe v. Wade attorney Sarah Weddington and pro-life commentator 
Scott Klusendorf. 
Nationally known pro-life lecturer and debater Klusendorf spoke last week 
at the Allendale Campus. He is an author and former director of bioethics 
for the Christian organization Stand to Reason. 
Weddington, the attorney who argued the winning side of the landmark Roe 
v. Wade Supreme Court case, will lead a discussion titled "Our Civil Rights 
and the Future" on Wednesday, March 30, at 9 p.m. in the Grand River 
Room of the Kirkhof Center. The event is free and open to the public. 
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Weddington is a nationally known attorney and speaker on leadership and 
public issues. In 1973, at age 26, she argued the winning side of the land-
mark case Roe v. Wade before the United States Supreme Court. She is 
thought to be the youngest woman ever to win a case in the Supreme 
Court. She has recently been involved in promoting the development of 
leadership and self-renewal skills. 
Campus hosts FIRST 
West Michigan regional competition 
Sponsors of a community partnership to help attract high school students 
into manufacturing careers will host a robotics competition on campus 
March 31-April 2. 
More than 40 high school teams from West Michigan will compete in the 
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) 
Regional Competition. Local teams are from Northview, Forest Hills, 
Ottawa Hills, Creston and Grand Rapids Central high schools. 
Each team received an identical kit of basic parts in January and had six-
weeks to design, build, and program robots. Each team has mentors from 
sponsoring companies, including two Grand Valley engineering graduate 
students. 
Sponsors include NASA, Siemens Logistics and Assembly, Gill Industries, 
GM - Grand Rapids Metal Center, Gumbo Product Development Inc., 
Ferris State University, Grand Valley, Hope College and Calvin College. 
Space still available for 
grant writing workshops 
There is still space available to attend workshops by grant writing consult-
ant David Bauer. Bauer will return to campus in May to lead sessions on 
seeking government and foundation grants. 
Sponsored by the Graduate Studies and Grants Administration 
Department, Bauer will visit Grand Valley May 2-5. Along with leading 
workshops, Bauer will meet individually with participants. 
Details are available online at www.gvsu.edu/gsga/; click on "About the 
Grant Workshops." 
SO brides rebel in season's final theater production 
Grand Valley's final theater production of the 
season, Charles Mee's "Big Love," will run 
April 1-3 and April 7-10. This explosive 
update of the ancient Greek tragedy "The 
Suppliant Women" turns the tale of "arranged 
marriage" into a vaudevillian tragicomedy of 
hilarious proportions. 
Directed by Karen Libman, "Big Love" is the 
story of 50 soon-to-be brides who rebel against 
a marriage contract arranged by their fathers 
that would marry them off to their 50 cousins. 
The production combines sizzling dialogue, 
slapstick, soaring poetry, pop songs and sus-
pense to paint a startling picture of the rela-
tions of men and women and the nature of 
love. The play includes adult language and sit-
uations. 
"This play is very funny, yet it is no light com-
edy," Libman said. "It asks hard questions like, 
'What happens when a group of people are 
disempowered, making them so desperate they 
feel the need to lash out? Who should choose 
marriage partners? And what can we do about 
the refugee situation?"' 
Performances on April 
1, 2, 7, 8, and 9 are at 
7:30 p.m. April 3 and 10 
performances are at 
2 p.m. All performanc-
es are presented in the 
Louis Armstrong 
Theatre, Performing 
Arts Center. Tickets are 
$12 for general public, 
$10 for alumni & staff 
and $6 for students; 
tickets are available at 
the Box Office 
noon-5 p.m. weekdays, 
or by contacting Star 
Tickets Plus at 616-222-
4000 or 800-585-3737, 
online at www.startick-
etsplus.com. 
Mike Empson and Chelsea Opdyke feed each other wedding cake 
during 'Big Love,' which opens Friday. 
On Wednesday, April 6, a panel discussion, 
"The Trial of Marriage?" will be presented. 
This event is free and open to the public; it's 
co-sponsored by the Grand Valley Women's 
Center. The discussion will begin at 4 p.m. in 
Louis Armstrong Theatre. 
On Friday, April 8, and Saturday, April 9, a 
pre-performance conversation on the play's 
origins will be held by Classics Department 
Professors Peter Anderson and Diane Rayor. 
This event is also free, at 6:30 p.m. in Louis 
Armstrong Theatre. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Tues., March 29 
4:30-8 p.m.: Regional Math & Science Center 
Content Series. Number and Operations: 
Whole Number Series. Contact Karen 
Meyers, meyersk@gvsu.edu for information. 
Wed., March 30 
8 a.m.-12 noon: Continuing Education 
Workshop. Hire the Right Person -
Behavioral Interviewing. Grand Rapids 
Campus. Call x17180 for more information 
and to RSVP. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series, Amadi 
Hummings, viola. CDC. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
x12204 for more information. 
3:30 p.m.: Women 's Tea Party hosted by the 
Women 's Center. 204 KC. RSVP to x12748. 
4:30-8 p.m.: Regional Math & Science Center 
Building Confidence through Content Series. 
Physical and Chemical Changes in Matter and 
Energy. 
7 p.m.: Women 's History Month presentation by 
Professor Paula Gunn Allen. Van Andel 
Museum, Grand Rapids. 
9 p.m.: Presentation, "Our Civil Rights and the 
Future: An Evening with Roe v Wade attor-
ney Sarah Weddington," sponsored by Voices 
for Healthy Choices. Grand River Room, KC. 
Thurs., March 31 
8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Continuing Education 
Workshop. Leading Work Teams. Holland 
Campus. Call xl 7180 for more information 
and to RSVP. 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.: Pew Campus Community Blood 
Drives. For donations at De Vos Center, call 
x17220; for CHS, call x15995 to schedule 
appointments. 
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.: Workshop "Teaching Native 
American Writings," presented by Paula 
Gunn Allen. 215/216 KC. Space is limited, 
call x13498 to RSVP. 
11:50 a.m.: Cesar E. Chavez march and celebra-
tion. March to start at Zumberge Library. 
Presentation following march by Jose J. Soto, 
in Grand River Room, KC. Reception to fol-
low. 
7:30 p.m.: Poetry Reading, "American the 
Beautiful: New Poems and Conversation with 
Paula Gunn Allen." Grand River Room, KC. 
Book signing to follow. 
Fri., April 1 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. DEV. 
Call xl 7483 for more information. 
9 a.m.-3:50 p.m.: Mobile Mammography Bus. 
Parking Lot G, Allendale Campus. Call 
752-6442 to schedule an appointment. 
9 a.m.-12 noon: Continuing Education 
Workshop. Rat Race Relaxer - Your 
Potential and the Maze of Life. Grand Rapids 
Campus. Call x 17180 for more information 
and to RSVP. 
12-1:30 p.m.: Cesar Chavez Week event, Across 
the Great Divide: Migration Panel Discussion. 
204 KC. 
7:30 p.m. : "Big Love," a play by Charles L. 
Mee. Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC. Tickets 
available at Star Tickets Plus, 616-222-4000 
or at the Box Office, x12300. 
Sat., April 2 
9 a.m.-1 p.m.: Continuing Education Workshop. 
Photoshop 7. Holland Campus. Call x 17180 
for more information and to RSVP. 
VENTS 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.: RICE conference hosted by Asian 
Student Union. Pew Campus. 
7:30 p.m.: "Big Love," a play by Charles L. 
Mee. Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC. 
Sun., April 3 
2 p.m.: "Big Love," a play by Charles L. Mee. 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC. 
7-10 p.m.: Student Employee Appreciation Days 
event. Bowling Tournament at Fairlanes 
Bowling, Grandville. Call xl3238 to register 
and for more information. 
Mon., April 4 
8 p.m. : Music Department Concert, Small Jazz 
Combos. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, 
PAC. 
Sports 
Wed., March 30 
1 p.m. & 5 p.m.: Baseball hosts Hillsdale. 
7:30 p.m.: Men's Tennis hosts Calvin College. 
Fri., April 1 
3 p.m. & 6 p.m.: Softball hosts Saginaw Valley. 
Sat., April 2 
12 noon & 4 p.m.: Baseball hosts Findlay. 
1 p.m. & 4 p.m.: Softball hosts Northwood. 
Sun., April 3 
12 noon & 4 p.m.: Baseball hosts Findlay. 
1 p.m. & 4 p.m.: Softball hosts Lake Superior 
State. 
---------------------------···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Patricia Clark, professor of writing, was inter-
viewed by WGVU about her new book. 
Alexey G. Nikitin, assistant professor of biolo-
gy, was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 13, 
the Grand Rapids Press and Holland Sentinel 
about the Terry Schiavo case. 
Roger Moiles, instructor of political science, 
was interviewed by WOOD-TV Channel 8 for a 
story about congressional action in the Terry 
Schiavo case. 
Sketches 
Gayla Jewell, assistant professor of nursing, 
presented a paper, "Contextual Empowerment: 
Impact of Working with the Health Brigades on 
the Women of Miraflor, Nicaragua," at the 18th 
Annual Pacific Nursing Research Conference in 
Honolulu, Hawaii . 
Patricia Videtich, geology professor, and 
William Neal, retired geology professor, co-
authored with a student an article, "Enterospirae, 
Coprolites, and Fish Remains in the Michigan 
Formation: Visean of Western Michigan," for a 
presentation at the Michigan Academy of 
Science, Arts and Letters meeting at Eastern 
Michigan University. Neal also co-authored an 
article, "Stratigraphy of Vertebrate-Fossil Beds, 
Black Fork Member, Bridger Formation, 
Eocene, SW WY," at the meeting. 
Rachel S. Anderson, assistant professor of 
English, presented a paper, "The Power of 
Speech: Gender and Direct Discourse in Elfric's 
'Lives of Saints,"' at the New Medievalisms II 
conference held at Western Ontario University in 
London, Ontario. 
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